

Group Discussion on “Commercialisation of Healthcare: Good or Bad”
Date: 18-09-2024
Venue: Digital Classroom ( Arts Block)

The Department of Economics, Pandu College, organised a Group Discussion on the topic “Commercialisation of Healthcare: Good or Bad” on 18th September 2024. The programme was conducted with the objective of encouraging students to critically analyse one of the most debated issues in contemporary society—whether the commercialisation of healthcare has contributed positively or negatively to the welfare of people.
The session began with a brief introduction to the theme by the teachers-in-charge, Mr. Bishal Das and Ms. Manaswini Saikia, who explained the importance of healthcare in economic development and the rising concerns about its commercialisation. Students were then divided into groups to present their arguments both in favour of and against the motion.
The group discussion was highly interactive, with students actively engaging in critical debate and responding to each other’s viewpoints. The diversity of perspectives enriched the conversation, enabling participants to understand the complexities of the issue. 
HOD, Dr. Binita Tamuli Barman, and senior teacher of the department, Dr. Angana Barua, also took part in the discussion. They shared some of their real-life experiences related to both government and private hospitals.
Teachers-in-charge moderated the discussion, guided the students, and ensured that everyone had an opportunity to contribute.
The session was successful in achieving its goal of developing analytical skills, public speaking abilities, and confidence among students. Participants left with a deeper understanding of the challenges and opportunities linked to the commercialisation of healthcare. The discussion concluded with the consensus that while commercialisation has brought certain benefits, it must be regulated to ensure equity and accessibility for all.
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